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forbidden? As non-representative art was in Russia? Would you have
waited until you had converted the majority?"
"The law is always wrong but I obey it all the same. If I went to
prison there would be no windows to open. The choice is not between
right and wrong but between one evil and another."
"Talking about prison," I said, "I was the other day at Bedford and
saw two sumptuous memorials, one to John Bunyan who wrote his
Pilgrim's Progress in Bedford Prison and the other to Howard who
prevented writing in prison as part of his reforms. If sanitation is aesthetic
then prisons should be considered the most esthetic institutions in the
country. I had to lecture at Pentonville Prison on your work somewhere
around 1930 and I shall never forget the clean, whitewashed cells, the
clean faces of the prisoners as they faced me in their thousands, everything
was silent and orderly; it was a living death." G.B.S. adjusted his glasses
and laughed.
"My Joan was right in preferring the flames to life imprisonment. I
could never do without air and free movement."
And so we considered what would happen to a young person who
took Bernard Shaw at his word: that all property is theft, that wealth
can only come through the exploitation of the worker, that incomes must
be equal....
"I have never known a Shavian to alter his way of life in the least!"
G.B.S. said gloomily. "I do not expect anybody to carry* out what I
preach. I expect the very opposite. I would no more dream of--------
giving up his obscenities, or of-------- denying himself his raw meat
and cigarettes as I would expect that cat to stop torturing mice. However,
the first task of my idealist is to make good in this world, that is to become
a gentleman. A gentleman is a man, more often a woman, who owes
nothing and leaves the world in debt to him. It is better to die a gentleman
than a martyr. A gentleman, you see, makes certain claims for himself:
for instance, that he shall be able to live a handsome and dignified life,
a life that will develop his faculties to the utmost and place him in a
respected and honourable position. In return, the gentleman is willing
to do the utmost for his country that he is capable of, and would scorn
the idea of a money value being put upon his services. I want to be
thoroughly used up before I die and I want to die gloriously solvent,
intellectually, morally and financially."
"I myself," I said, "want to see this used-up world gloriously solvent."
He folded his arms and sat back smiling, assured of himself.